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years, abdicated at an impressive ceremony held at Brussels,
resigning Spain, Naples, the Netherlands, and his other
hereditary dominions to his son Philip II, and the imperial
dignity to his brother Ferdinand, King of Hungary and
Bohemia. He retired to the monastery of Yuste in Spain, and
died there in 1558 at the age of fifty-eight. In the same year
that Charles V abdicated, Pope Julius III died, and was suc-
ceeded first by Marcellus II, and after a month by Paul IV.

While Cosimo I, by his conquest of Siena and the other
acquisitions of territory which lie had gradually gained, as
well as by the efficient administration of his military affairs,
had doubled the territory of Tuscany and more than doubled
her offensive and defensive power, the improvements he
wrought in her civil administration were still more important.
Cosimo ruled by fear; his government was a tyrannical one,
and none dared disobey or evade his commands; but he ruled
well. In every department of the State order and the strictest
discipline took the place of disorder and corruption. The
administration of justice was entirely remodelled; a proper
criminal code was drawn up, and rigidly adhered to; magis-
trates were well paid and forbidden to receive any sort of
bribe, and terrible retribution fell upon any who transgressed.
The police had to submit daily to Cosimo a list of all crimes
committed during the previous twenty-four hours; and they
had reason to rue it if any attempt to shoot or stab was not
promptly followed by the arrest of the criminal. Cosimo's
secret prisons/more dreaded than even those of Venice, were
kept for those who failed to obey these orders. For the rest
justice had never been so evenly administered; never in the
,days of freedom had justice been obtainable as it now was
under the rule of a tyrant. Heavy taxes had to be imposed,
especially after the great expense of the Sienese war, but
Cosimo by his care over the commerce of the country enabled
the people to bear them.